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ing spectacular. They had heard little and were disappointed.
Above the continued din of airplane motors rose the pleas for
a few words from General Per-sange.
Speaking was not on the General's program but he bravely
faced it, visibly embarrassed. What he said was brief and
haltingly put. He had not planned to speak, he said, and felt
that everything had been charmingly stated by Colonel Stan-
ton. Then, taking a hitch on his nerves, he added that it was
"an inspiration to stand before the tomb of La Fayette."
"We are here," he concluded, expressing finality,
The last phrase plainly implied what was in the General's
mind. He meant that speechmaking was all very well, but
that everything had been said, and "we are here."
"What difference did it make after all whether or not the
American commander-in-chief stood erect facing the tomb
of the great Frenchman and addressed it in the dramatic
words: "La Fayette, we are here*'? There was a word combina-
tion there which said the same thing, and it swept out over
Picpus Cemetery with the four winds to become famous in
history.
Having been a witness to the entire ceremony standing
within a few feet of the tomb, I record this incident as a
matter of interest because of the varying versions*
The American Legion Weekly, official organ of the A.E.F.
veterans, attributed the phrase directly and alone to
Colonel Stanton on the occasion of that officer's post-war re-
tirement from the army*
"It was Colonel Stanton who, at the cemetery of Picpus
on the Fourth of July, 1917, stooped to place a wreath on the
tomb of the noble soldier of France, and made one of the great-
est speeches ever uttered—a speech two republics have got by
heart. It consisted of four words: 'La Fayette, we are here/ "
And this is Ambassador Jules Jusserand's version, speaking

